SELECTIONS. 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN Tith 


PUN AB, NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDH, AND 
CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


Received up to 30th November, 1870, 


POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


Tue Akhbér-t-Alam of the 17th November, alluding to the 
recent attack by Waziris on the outpost in charge of Lieuten- 
ant Norman, ascribes the successful result to that officer’s rifle, 
and finds fault with the weakness of Government in not pro- 
viding their Native troops with weapons of the same kind, as 
had all the sepahis who were with Lieutenant Norman, been 
furnished with such rifles, the whole of the attacking force 
might have been annihilated. _ 


The Anjuman-t-Hind of the 19th November, on the autho- 
rity of a friend writing from Rajputana, states that grand 
preparations were made at Jaipur for the reception of the 
Viceroy ; but that it was otherwise at Ajmere, where the police 

on duty did little more than abuse people from morning till 
night, paying no respect to persons in the shape of Rajas or 
Chiefs, but, saying whatever they pleased to them. The writer 
adds that it will not be surprising if the Chiefs complain of 
this on their arrival at their own homes. It is further said 
that when the Viceroy arrived at Nusseerabad, the house pro- 
vided for his reception was found closed; and His Excellency 
and party had to await the arrival of the chowkeedar who held 
possession of the key. Finally it is added ‘that the Viceroy 
intends to appoint Political Agents to each State of Raj putana 
and a Commissioner to Ajmere. 
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The Punjdbt Akhbér of the 19th of November alludes to the 
sudden death at Jalundur of one Heera Lal, a banker. The 
gomasta of the deceased has, it is said, been arrested on sus- 
picion of having poisoned his master, but, in consequence of 
the hody having been burnt and disposed of before any post- 
mortem examination was held, it was difficult to establish the 
fact. A Native officer of police has, it is said, been dismissed 
for neglect of duty, and the writer seems to think that the 
real facts will soon be elicited. 

The Rohilkhund Akhbar of the 19th November objects to 
the tax levied by Government upon those who attend religious 
fairs. The writer argues that neither under the rule of for- 
mer kings, nor in the time of the East India Company, was 
this tax imposed; that it is now done ostensibly to provide 
police for the protection of the people at the fairs; but he 
thinks that it should be abolished, as it falls very hard upon 
the public, who would not feel it so much if it were absolutely 
necessary. He proceeds to say that when this tax is levied 
at the large annual fairs, such as the Prag and Ghurmuktesur, 
which are so largely attended by people from independent 
States near and far, the effect is injurious, as will be seen by 
a considerable falling-off in the number of people who attend. 
The writer thinks that Government ought at once to free the 
people from this tax, and defray the actual cost of police 


arrangements from the local fund of the districts in which 
the fairs are held. 


POLITICAL FOREIGN, 


The Naiyir-i-Akhbdr of the 17th November, in an article 
headed * oppression,’ ’ states that there are complaints against 
the police in every direction; that in some districts of the 
Madras Presidency a rupee is levied upon every conveyance ; 
that a bunnia. of Allahabad complained in the Pioneer of a police- 
constable having forced himself into the ekka in which he was 
travelling, and that the proprietors of conveyances and horses 
declare that the police enjoy their rides gratis: and accordingly 
he directs the attention of our rulers to these irregularities. 
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Releting to the opinion expressed by other Vernacular 
newspapers, that the subsidiary contributions by the Native 
Chiefs are capable of considerable increase, this. paper - fally 
concurs in such opinions,.and considers it unfair that the 
-people generally should be expected to support the Govern- 
ment, while those who. participate so -largely in the advantages 
of British rule should be — from spptaibating, on a 
more liberal scale. ! 


The Panjabi Akhbdr of the 1 2th of Senden | in ie 
some comments upon the recent durbar held at Ajmere, 
enquires why it was held. Was it for the purpose of increasing 
the rank and dignity of any of the Chiefs? Was it to gratify 
the Chiefs of Rajputand that the favour was shown them? Was 
it for the purpose of displaying the grandeur of the Viceroy’s 
great camp and staff? Was the display of this grandeur neces- 
sary for the carrying out of some great‘work? Or was-the visit 
paid in order that the Viceroy mi ight witness the — rule of 
Rajputana in person ? ; 


“ Tt plainly shows that the Viceroy is fond of his own plea- 
sure ; for, while he has brought ruin on the people by taxing 
them, he has not denied himself the pleasures of life ; and feels 
no sympathy with the people in their distress. All that the 
newspapers publish about the Governor-General is true. .The 
expenses of this tour have been heavy ; it lasted for three 
‘weeks, and could not have cost a trifle. The Rajas have also 
been put to great expense; perhaps one Raja alone has had to 
bear as much expense as that incurred by Government.” But 
the expense of these durbars does not, the writer urges, fall 
upon the Viceroy, or the Rajas ;.it falls heavy upon the people. 
‘He then proceeds to enquire what necessity existed for this 
durbar; pronounces the custom a bad one, and thinks that 
it should be discontinued, as it produces nothing but discontent 
and disgrace to those of high rank. He goés on to say that 
there is no necessity now for these durbars; that after the 
second one held by the late Lord Canning they should have 
ceased ; but that Lord Lawrence revived the system, and now 
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Lord Mayo has adopted it, so that ina short time durbars 

will not be appreciated at all. He concludes by condemning 
the harsh measures adopted by His Excellency the Viceroy 
towards an independent Chief, as it cannot tend to increase the 
friendship that should exist between the Government and these 
Chiefs ; for, although the Viceroy is the acknowledg ed ‘repre-~ 
sentative of Her Majesty the Queen, still even the Queen 
might have behaved with less severity, and marked the mis- 
conduct of the Raja of Jodhpore by lessening the number 
of guns in the salute allowed him; but that with the excep- 


tion of the Viceroy himself, no one can approve of the treat- 
ment the Raja has received. — , 


EDUCATIONAL 


The Sho la-i- Tir of the 22nd November ia an article 
in reply to the remarks of Syud Abdulla, Urdu Professor of 
the London University. The writer considers that the Pro- — 
fessor’s views are biassed by his long residence in England, 
and that instead of a knowledge of English creating the evil 
results which he describes, it has a contrary effect, The writer 
meets the Professor’s objections as follows :— 


(1) The best refutation of the Syud’s sisertion that the 
best Hindustani student of the English language has no idea 
of composition and style, is,- that Hindustanis do all:the com- 
position work in the Law Courts, and that these men were 
taught in this country. If they were not up to this: kind of 
work, he asks, how would the current. duties of these Courts 
‘have been efficiently performed for such a length of time? 
And he further enquires where Baboo Keshub Chundur Sen, 


whose attainments are so well known in London and else- 
where, was educated. 


—Q) During the past ; year one of the three Nativés of this 
comnies who passed for the Civil service was a resident 
of Bengal, and out 900 students, he passed with the greatest 


credit. No one can therefore find fault with the mogeen edy- 
cation imparted in this country. 


‘ 
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(3) Whatever may have been the former feeling concern- 
“ing the object of Government in imparting an English educa- 
tion to the Natives of India, it does not now exist; but there is 
‘still some doubt about the missionaries, whose: motives are 
‘viewed with doubt and dread. The writer concurs partly with 
the Syud in his opinion that among the: lower classes, the 
effects of English education is not without:its drawbacks, imas- 
much as that they no sooner obtain Government employment, 
than they hold up their heads and consider themselves on an 
equality with the higher classes ; and this, he adds, is the 
reason why Hindustanis generally disapprove of the measure. 
‘But at the same time he thinks it would not be wise to set aside 
the greater advantages for such a trifling objection. 


_ Finally, he does not think that a knowledge of the English 
‘language has the effect of changing the religion, manners, or 
customs of those who learn’ it, but that those who prefer the 
‘the change ‘do so from ignorance of their own. All things 
considered, the writer does not approve of the 8 yud’s opmnidn 
that the Government would do well to keep from all interference 
in educational measures, and leave them wholly to the Chiefs 
of Hindustan, as such a course would counteract:all the good 


already accomplished, and egos fatal to the cause of Native 
education. ee 


The Agra Akhbdr of the 20th N ial: alluding to the 
peas distribution of prizes at the Agra College, says 
that there are only three grades or classes: that'on the 28th 
of November the arts examination was to have been held, and 
on the 2nd of January, 1871, the examination for the B. A., 
which is called the university examination » to which many 
students are expected to come from cons iderable: distances to 
pass. It is added that three students are ready ' to go up for 
the B.A. ‘examination; viz., Lalla Gunga Sarun; Lalla’ Shun- 
kur Lal, and Pundit Buldeo Persad—the two first in Arabic, 
the third in Sanscrit—all of whom are competént: to pass. 
The writer thinks that students of the High Schools, that is, 
those of the first, second, and third grades, should go up for 
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examination to the nearest school, which would be advan- 
-tageous to them, and the subsequent results still moreso; but 


he does not take upon himself to say that the same degree of 
careful supervision would be exercised as would be the case 
under the Principal. Not that he doubts the. honesty or 


ability of the head masters, European or Native, who have 


all been educated in these colleges ; but, he adds, “ even then, 
the name and credit of a college, and the fear of a Principal, 
has its effect.’”’ 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Anjuman-i-H ind of the 1 9th of November notices a 
fall of rain at Darjeeling which is said to have continued. for 


‘four successive days, doing much harm to the population. 


The Rifah-i-Kha laiq of 15th November reports that, owing 
to the cheapness of grain, the annual fair at Shahj ehanpore was 
unusually well attended, sss the arrangements throughout 
worthy of all praise. 


This paper notices the system sien, — the _— of 
having photographs taken of such criminals as may come be- 


‘fore them; which arrangement effectually counteracts the 


plan adopted by bad characters of changing their names and 
places of abode after undergoing their punishment. 


The Kédrndmah of the 21st November, under the heading 
“ slave-trade,’ mentions that several girls-said to have been 
kidnapped were found at the Khundooa Railway Station when 
the Jubbulpore train stopped there. When the ticket-collector 


presented himself; one of four girls travelling with a Kanjar 


declared that she had no ticket. The station-master was 


-yeferred to, the police called in, and the girl declared th at the 
-Kanjars had enticed her. away from home, and gave the clue 
to her father’s house and village. An investigation was at 
ence instituted, the. result being to the effect that the girl had 
been, enticed, from her home. - The police took charge of the 
whole party, when the following facts were elicited :—It 
appears that some Kanj ar women went into the village and 
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danced ; after the entertainment, one of the women took the 
girl some distance away and passed her hands over the girl’s 

eyes and face, which rendered her insensible, and when she 
recovered consciousness, she found herself with other girls at 
the railway station, or near it. At some stations en route’ to 
Khundooa, two or three girls left the train in charge of a 
woman, and those found in the train at Khundooa were the 
remains of the party. Further enquiries led to the discovery 
of twenty-four girls who had been thus kidnapped, and to the 
capture of several Kanjars, besides which, documentary evidence 
of the guilt of the parties was discovered at Khundooa, where a 
banker’s wife was found endeavouring to deface a bond pro- 


mising to pay the Kanjars when the girls were disposed of. 
The banker and his wife are both in custody. — 


‘The N aiyir-i-Akhbdr of the 17th November, alluding to the 
complaints made by editors of En glish newspapers that the 
prevalence of intoxication amon ost the lower orders of Euro- 
peans in this country is a sensei to the British name, and that 
the Natives of this country look down upon, and ill-use them 
when they are thus helplessly intoxicated, says that the Natives 
will no longer live in dréad of the European, but that each one 
will be ready to createadisturbance. In support of this argu- 
ment the writer cites the case of a sais at Madras, or in the 
Madras Presidency, who is said to have abused an English- 
man, and having well beaten him, left him senseless. The 
writer is of opinion that it would be much better for such 
Kuropeans to remain in their own country, and not come to 


[ndia at all; and, he mins, “ it is a true saying that one fish 
can infect a whole tank. 


The Mutla-i-Nur of the 21st November says that a Euro- 
pean is reported to have committed several thefts in the Bombay 
Presidency, by passing himself off as a doctor, and thus 
obtaining admission into houses ; at one of which, at Poonah, 
he is said to have drugged the owner, an Saslidnse, and 
to have succeeded in decamping with a watch and chain. 
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The Nasim-i-Jounpore of the 22nd November, in notic« 
ing the remarks made by the Sanitary. Officer of the Punjab, 
which is said to be poi- 
sOnous in its effect upon human being gs, says that if nothing 
can be done towards, supplying the valley with purer water, 
it would be better to remove the European troops to @ more 


concerning the water at: Peshawur, 


— —_— 


The following o Vepnacuae newsp apers have been examined 


in _ pee, viz. — 
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WHERE Pus- 


eel NaME OF hoes. ‘teeeeo. Dare. a Boon 
: aU ees i Cb Sh 1870. 
1 | Akhbar-i-Alam, gee | Meerut, er eve, 17th ‘N Ovr. 24th 
2 | Anjuman-t-Hind, __... | Lucknow, bee » 19th » 24th 
3 Riféh-i-Khalaig, eee | Shahjehan pore, » 15th » 24th 
4 | Kdrndmah, oon | MCENOW, == sco l ‘ys Blt] | 
5 | Naiyir-i-Akbar, — eee | Bijnour, oss » » 24th 
6 M a tla-1-Niu Ur, 9 2e@ Cawnpore, eee oe 21st 48 25th 
7 | Dhaulpore Gazette, _.... | Dhaulpore, _... » 16th » 25th 
8 | Nasim-i-Jaunpore, .oe | sauNpore, see >» S208: », 8m 
9 | Rajpitdna Social Science Jaipore, vee » 18th » 26th 
Congress. : 
10 | Shola-7-Tiir, eos | Cawnpore, see » 22nd » 26th 
11 Panjabi Akhbar, »» | Lahore, mre » ia0n » 26th 
12 - Ditto, ses |. Es on » 19th » 26th 
13 | Agra Akhbar, oe | Agra, eee » 20th » 26th 
14 | Oudh Akhbar, vce | LUCKNOW, eee 9» 22nd » 26th 
15 | Mdlwa Akhbar, .». | Indour, mt a 1s. cw 
i6 | Khair Khwah-i-Panjab,... | Gujaranwalla,...| 4th week, — . | 
] 7 R iydz-i-NV ur-i.-H und 9 eee Muradabad, coe 99 l 9th 9 29th 
18 | Rohilkhund Akhbar, ... Ditto, _ » 19th » 29th 
19 | Urdi Mérwaér Gazetie,...| Jodhpore, _... » sist » 29th 
20 | Dabdaba-t-Sikandari, ... | Rampore, ses >» ei », ee 
91 | Jalwa-i-Tir, .. | Meerut, ane » | , ee 
22 Akmal-ul-Akhbér, »ee | Delhi, ne » . Sere » 29th 
23 | Lawrence Gazette, me Meerut, oe » seen » 29th 
24 | Urdi Delhi Gazette, ...| Agra, — »  $6thi-. 90th 
25 .| Jagat Samdchdr, © eos | Meerut, si » 21st 9 24th 
26 | Hindi Mdrwar Panett... * Jodhpore, 7 5» 21st » 29th 
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ALLAHABAD: 
The 6th December, 1870 } 
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Govt. Reporter on the Vernacular Press of 
U pper India, 


